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Pre-Vet Curriculum Changes 
Robin Chun· 
Starting in the Fall of 1988, the admission re-
quirements for applicants to the College ofVeteri-
nary Medicine at Iowa State University will be 
reduced. The number of required course credits will 
decrease from the current 60 semester credits to 43. 
This revised Pre-Vet Curriculum was approved by 
ISU's College of Veterinary Medicine General 
Faculty on May 5, 1986. 
By decreasing the number of required course 
credits, the College of Veterinary Medicine hopes 
that three goals are met. First, the student should 
be able to pursue a degree in an area of choice, thus 
allowing that individual to have the necessary back-
ground to pursue a specialized career upon gradu-
ation from the veterinary medicine program. 
According to the new curriculum, "degree pro-
grams in any of the seven colleges of Iowa State 
University are satisfactory." In selecting a degree 
program, the curriculum states that " ... consid-
eration should be given to the veterinary medicine 
career goal of the individual." 
Second, the student is encouraged to gain a 
diverse background upon entering the veterinary 
medicine program. By reducing the pre-vet require-
ments, the individual is able to take courses that 
will prepare him or her for a more satisfying life 
after leaving Iowa State University. 
Lastly, the admissions committee hopes that by 
reducing the number of required courses, more ap-
plicants are seen, thus resulting in an increase in 
quality of the application pool. 
TABLE 1: Required Courses for the Current and New Pre-Vet Curriculum 
Required Course Credits 
English Composition .............................................. . 
General Chemistry with lab ..................................... . 
Quantitative Analysis Chemistry ............................... . 
Organic Chemistry with lab ..................................... . 
Biochemistry ........................................................ . 
Physics ............................................................... . 
Biology .............................................................. . 
Zoology with lab .................................................. . 
Microbiology with lab ............................................ . 
Genetics ............................................................. . 
Animal Nutrition ................................................. . 
Humanities or Social Sciences .................................. . 
Total Required Credits 
Source: Iowa State University's Pre-Vet Curriculum (1986). 
*Mr. Chun is a first· year studem in the College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Iowa State University. 
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Number of Semester Credits 
Current 
9 
5 
4 
8 
3 
8 
3 
5 
4 
3 
3 
5 
60 
New 
6 
5 
4 
8 
3 
5 
3 
9 
43 
Iowa State Uniflersity Veterinarian 
Some of the courses that have been deleted from 
the current pre-vet curriculum are: Animal Nutri-
tion, Microbiology with lab, Biochemistry, second 
semester of Organic Chemistry with lab, and Quan-
titative Analysis Chemistry. According to a 1984 
Handbook entitled, Veterinary Medicine A Career 
of Choices, prepared by Cornell University, the 
number of schools that require the following courses 
are shown below: 
Quantitative Analysis Chemistry ............... 5 
second sernster Organic Chemistry with lab . 17 
Biochemistry ....................................... 18 
Microbiology with lab ............................ 15 
Animal Nutrition ................................. 14 
**Note: Based on 26 veterinary schools in the 
United States, excluding Iowa State 
University. 
Despite the reduction in the number of required 
courses, the applicant must ..... complet"! 60 
semester credits prior to June 15 of the year in which 
the applicant seeks to be admitted" and MCAT is 
still required. 
The current and new pre-vet requirements are 
presented in Table. 1 
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